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Acclaimed Tango Ensemble Makes Valentine Week Appearance at 
The Cleveland Museum of Art on Feb. 20 


“Brash and irreverent, the ensemble is very much in sync with tango’s roots.’ 
— The Washington Post 


I 


CLEVELAND, OH (Feb. 4, 2004) — Featuring some of the word’s leading tango musicians and dancers, 
Ensemble Avantango will ignite the stage at the Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) Gartner Auditorium, on 
Friday, Feb. 20, at 7:30 p.m., for a special Valentine’s week performance. The concert is part of the VIVA! 
Festival of Performing Arts. 

Admission for the performance is $28 and $25; $26 and $23 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Encompassing nearly every successful tango project undertaken, the six dancers and six musicians of 
Ensemble Avantango have contributed their unrivaled virtuosity. From the tango projects of Yo-Yo Ma, Julio 
Iglesias, and Shakira, to the Broadway hits “Tango Argentino” and “Forever Tango”, and the award-winning film 
“Tango,” Avantango artists have enjoyed unprecedented exposure for their fiery and energetic performances. 

In a vibrant collaboration between musicians, dancers, composers and choreographers, Avantango has 
reinvigorated this 100-year-old dance and musical form. While remaining faithful to the historical roots tango, the 
ensemble performs it as a constantly evolving art form by incorporating jazz improvisation techniques and by 
adding contemporary dance touches that make their performances especially seductive for contemporary 
audiences. 

Artistic director and bassist Pablo Aslan leads the six musicians and six dancers of Ensemble Avantango. 
Internationally recognized as a key player in the revival of tango, Aslan was also a critical element in the founding 
and co-directing of the New York Buenos Aires Connection and the acclaimed New York Tango Trio. 

The next performance in the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be Ladysmith Black Mambazo on 
Friday, March 5, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. Having recorded more than 40 
albums and with record sales topping six million albums sold, this engaging and energetic South African ensemble 
has gained a worldwide following. The Ladysmith Black Mambazo have recorded with numerous artists, including 
collaboration with Paul Simon on his Graceland album that catapulted them into stardom. Tickets are available for 
$30 and $27; $27 and $25 for CMA members by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 





(more) 
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For more information about the CMA and its programs, please call (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 


or visit our web site at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Promotional support for the VIVA! series is provided by 107.3 FM, the Wave. The Cleveland Museum of 
Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Amercian 
Express Company. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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